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I. Discipline Overview

Marxism is a scientific worldview and methodology. It is a scientific theory that reflects the objective
world, especially the nature and the law of the development of human society. It is also a scientific theory on
the liberation of the proletariat and human beings. Marxism should be studied in different categories from the
aspects of philosophy, political economy, scientific socialism, and so on. More importantly, it should be
studied as a whole, so as to fully grasp its scientific ideological system. The discipline of Marxist theory is the
first-level discipline that studies Marxism as a whole.

The discipline of Marxist theory focuses on the integrity of Marxist theory, aiming at studying the basic
Marxist theory, and the practice and laws of its education and teaching. The fundamental research methods
are dialectical materialism and historical materialism. In the research, it is emphasized that theory and practice,
logic and history, inheritance and innovation, and scientific nature and ideological nature should be in
dialectical unity. The excellent study style, scientific spirit and scientific method of Marxism need to be
persevered in order to constantly enhance the academic creativity of Marxist and form a discourse system that
embodies Marxist standpoint, viewpoint and method. This could promote the contemporary development of
Marxism and strive to enhance the international influence of the discipline of Marxist theory.

Hohai University is one of the earliest universities that spread Marxist ideas in China. The history could
be traced back to the period of "Hohai Engineering College", which was established in 1915. In the university,
the discipline of Marxist theory was founded in 1952. Postgraduate students' cultivation in this discipine was
started in 1980s. In 1993, it received the right to grant master's degree, and in 2005, the right to grant doctoral
degree. In 2012, a post-doctoral research station was established. The general level of the discipline ranks in
the forefront of the whole country. For instance, ideological and political education and other majors are in a

leading position.
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The college where the discipline of Marxist theory is located is College of Marxist, which now has two
major discipline categories: law and philosophy. The college has 69 faculty members, including 18 professors
and 24 associate professors. From 2018 to 2021, the college undertook 16 research projects of National Social
Science Fund and of Humanities and Social Science Fund of the Ministry of Education, funding of more than
7 million RMB, publishing 22 academic monographs and various teaching materials and more than 400
academic papers. Graduates are mainly engaged in the research, propaganda and education of Marxist theory
in universities, party and government administrations, research institutions and other enterprises and

government affiliated institutions.
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II. Training Objectives

1. International master graduates of Hohai University are expected to have good international view, to
apply and develop the theories, skills, and methodologies in the actual environment of several countries, and
to participate in the international academic affairs.

2. International master graduates must meet the requirement of Level 3 in Chinese Language Proficiency
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Scales upon graduation if they conduct their coursework in English.

3. Graduates are required to be familiar with the classic works of Marxism and the important works of
Chinese major Marxists, have a solid theoretical knowledge of Marxism, have a profound understanding of
the scientificity and truth of Marxism, be able to fully grasp and make good use of Marxist standpoint and
viewpoint to observe contemporary China and the world, analyze practical problems, actively participate in
cross-cultural exchanges in political education and moral education, and interpret and propagate the theory,

system, road and culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics to the world.
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III. Research Directions

1. Research on contemporary Chinese Marxism
2. Research on modern Chinese history

3. Research on Marxist theory education

4. Research on Marxism and contemporary social issues

5. Research on Marxism and contemporary international issues.
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IV. Number of Years Requirement
The master program typically requires 3 years to complete. However, the completing time may vary to 2

years as the minimum and 5 years as the maximum.
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V. Credit Requirements and Curriculum
1. International academic master students will complete 28 credits , 21 of which are from degree courses,
and 7 of which are from non-degree courses. Students will also complete academic activities. Coursework will
be completed in one year after registration.
2. Each credit of Chinese language course is 24 credit hours. Each credit of Introduction to China is 18
credit hours. For other courses, each credit is 16 credit hours.
3. “Water Harmony Lectures” is a series of seminars, which require students to complete the specified
learning tasks.
4. For students who have met the Chinese language requirement for the master degree, Chinese language
courses can be exempted, of which the details can be referred to in relevant regulations.

The specific curriculum is as follows:
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Curriculum for English Taught International Academic Master Students in Theory of Marxism
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VI. Academic Activities

1. Study Proposal

The master students must prepare a study proposal on how they will complete the master degree by
considering their research interests, advice from their research advisors, and other requirements mentioned in
this document. The proposal must be submitted in two months after official registration.

2. Seminars and Presentations

Master students must participate in academic conferences, seminars by experts and PhD advisors, and
discussion panels. Before their dissertation defense, master students must participate in seminars and
conferences over 10 times, including at least 2 seminars by PhD advisors. All the seminars and presentations
should be recorded in relevant record book.

3. Practice Activities

Master students are required to participate in practice activities to prepare professional development.

Practice activities include teaching assistantship, research assistantship, management assistantship, and
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industry engagement etc., which are to be assessed by the advisors.
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VII. Dissertation

The dissertations of academic master students are required to complete the stages of literature review,
topic selection, dissertation plan and dissertation proposal, mid-term examination, output of scientific research
achievements, pre-examination, review and assessment, and dissertation defense. Detailed requirements can
be referred to in “Hohai University Master's Dissertation Management Measures” and relevant documents in

School of Marxism. Dissertation in English is acceptable.
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